The digital files available in this directory together comprise a temporal database of the U.S. Geological Survey Urban Dynamics Project (http://edcdgs9.cr.usgs.gov/urban/), Philadelphia case study (http://mcmcweb.er.usgs.gov/phil/). Further information about the thematic content and method of data collection is available at the url mentioned above.

The files are arranged by decades, then thematic layers, with 20 15’images in each layer.

File sizes:  A thematic layer in a decade combined in a tar file and compressed is 500 to 2500KB  

                  Above file extracted and uncompressed –300 to 400MB

                  15’ image in a layer – approximately 15MB

Rows in a 15’ image - approximately 4375

Columns in a 15’ image –approximately 3360 

Cell size: 6.437

Some files in these directories with the ".gz" suffix are compressed with patent-free gzip (no relation to zip).  The program to uncompress them is available from

 ftp.gnu.org:pub/gnu/gzip-1.2.4.tar

 ftp.gnu.org:pub/gnu/gzip-1.2.4.shar

 ftp.gnu.org:pub/gnu/gzip-1.2.4.msdos.exe

Other FTP SITES for the program

   UNIX gzip:

         ftp://prep.ai.mit.edu/pub/gnu

         ftp://wuarchive.wustl.edu/systems/gnu

   MAC gzip and tar:

         ftp://mirrors.aol.com/pub/mac/util/compression

                 macgzip0.3b2.sit.hqx

                 suntar2.03.cpt.hqx

    MSDOS gzip and tar:

         ftp://prep.ai.mit.edu/pub/gnu

                 gzip-1.2.4.tar

         ftp://ftp.uu.net/systems/ibmpc/msdos/pcroute

                 tar.exe

  Example FTP procedure:

           ftp prep.ai.mit.edu

           user name:  

           password:  

           cd /pub/gnu

           set binary

           get 

           quit

Remember to use binary mode when transferring the files.

Some files with the .Z extension have been packed using the Unix utility compress. You can type uncompress filename.Z in Unix or as noted above gunzip filename.Z to uncompress the .Z files.

   The urban dynamics decade layers are stored as compressed "tar" archive files. Each file is comprised of several files that are combined. You may extract the files using the tar command

                 tar  -xvf  filename.tar

  or uncompress and untar them as below

                gunzip < filename.tar.gz | tar xvBf –

For further information, please contact either the project home pages mentioned above, or the Philadelphia case study project manager:

Dalia Varanka, Research Geographer

U.S. Geological Survey

Mid-Continent Mapping Center

1400 Independence Road

Rolla, Mo 65401

Email:  dvaranka@usgs.gov
Tel. 573.308.3897

